
Proper 25 – Series B 

We do not often get these readings. Most years this set of propers gets displaced by the 

Reformation Sunday readings.  

Faith sits in the center of our readings today. I suppose faith sits in the center of all the readings 

every Sunday, but it is far more central and prominent this Sunday than many other Sundays. For 

that reason, the preacher will want to think and pray a little about faith before coming to this 

sermon. I can only encourage the prayers you need to speak. The thinking, however, I might be 

able to contribute to.  

There are several things about faith which come out in today’s readings, but I think the preacher 

does well to focus on two of them. First the nature of faith and then its source.  

Faith, as Hebrews says, is an assurance in something hoped for and a confidence in something 

not seen.  If we see it, and by that I mean experience it, it is not truly faith. Remember that bit 

about seeing, it will be important when we get to the Gospel reading but also the Collect of the 

Day. You might want to re-read John 9 for a particularly deep reflection on faith as seeing.  

God often asks us to believe something we do not see. The child brought home from the font is 

not measurably better than the one we brought to those waters. They are not more obedient or 

possessing a better disposition. They are still that same child, still in need of parental discipline, 

education, and gracious love. That doesn’t change, but something does change in a baptism. 

God’s relationship with that child has been established and that child lives under a promise from 

God which has tremendous consequences. But when you see a baptized child on a playground 

with unbaptized playmates, you won’t be able to tell the difference. When we turn that same 

gaze inward, we might wonder what difference it has made in my own life. Should I expect to 

see one? Or must I believe it?  

It is one thing, however, to consider this in terms of baptism and quite another when we come to 

other issues. When the world turns ugly it gets hard sometimes to believe that promise which 

God has made in our baptism. This is especially true when persecution breaks out. When the 

Devil and the World are literally chewing up and devouring the physical lives of Christians, it is 

hard to hear the Psalm quoted at our baptism that God will watch over our coming and going 

from this day forth. It sure feels like the foot is slipping or that God is slumbering. (Psalm 121)  

This leads to another important thing to say about faith. Faith is not something we do. It is 

something God does. He establishes that relationship of trust and love in the water and Word of 

baptism, nurtures it in preaching, fellowship, and Supper. Faith is not really a thing we do but a 

thing we are, called into being when God washed us and kept there by his constant care, even if 

the world and Satan are raging against us. In days of persecution, Christians often make 

incredible and profound statements of faith and sing hymns on their way to the gallows. They 

said that Bonhoeffer serenely walked up the gallows and to the place where he would be killed. 

He is supposed to have said something to the effect of, “Today my real life begins.”  



I do not know if I would be able to say that. But I know that Christ could give me that faith and 

those words when I face death’s cold embrace. Faith is not something we do, it is something 

Christ makes us to be.  

It is Christ who opens the eyes of faith in a human being to see the child as God’s precious little 

one. It is Christ who opens eyes to see past the grave and to the resurrection which awaits us. It is 

Christ who gives us to look at sinners and see the perfect people whom He has created with a 

sacrifice of Himself on the cross. It is Christ who makes a promise to which we cling when the 

waters rise and the world appears to be falling apart in chaos and death.  

Collect of the Day 

O God, the helper of all who call on You, have mercy on us and give us eyes of faith to see your 

Son that we may follow Him on the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

The eyes of faith are not the eyes of sight. Paul is explicit when he speaks about this in 

Corinthians. He says we see by faith and not by sight (II Cor. 5:7 I recommend the whole 

chapter as a salutary read in preparation for this sermon.)  But even though it is hidden and 

even invisible to our earthly eyes, that faithful vision is clear for it sees Jesus. He leads us to the 

way that leads to eternal life.  

The preacher will want to ask himself and of his hearers what does God ask us to believe today 

which require the eyes of faith. A partial list is easily constructed, but the preacher will want to 

think hard about what is particularly hard to believe today, for the readings would ask us to 

believe difficult things and end with Jesus granting sight to the blind in the Gospel reading. The 

implication seems obvious. Don’t set your goals low. Jesus is giving this sight, he opens blind 

eyes to see. What would you have your people see that is hard to see? Preach it.  

Here are a few things that I think are hard for people to see right now:  

1. That God is lovingly governing this world – it seems to be out of control and people seem 

so coarse and hopeless. It doesn’t look like God is doing a good job with this.  

2. That the church is the inexorable advancement of Christ’s eternal kingdom. To many of 

us, it feels like the church is in retreat, congregations are growing feeble and shrinking. 

We feel like we are on the losing side in this battle.  

3. That the church is a place of the kingdom of God – this is especially true if your parish 

has endured conflict or a breech of trust in the pastoral office.  

4. That Jesus ever will come back – if not now, when?! 

5. That God can love some of the really terrible people I know – might even include me.  

6. Have you not ever stood in a cemetery and run your hands over old tombstones whose 

letters have nearly eroded away, stones which mark the graves of folks long dead and 

forgotten? Jesus’ promise that he is the resurrection and the life can be hard to believe in 

that place. But even more so when the crisply cut letters spell out the name of your loved 

one who has just died.  



7. More?   

Readings 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 

7 For thus says the LORD: 

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

    ‘O LORD, save your people, 

    the remnant of Israel.’ 
8 Behold, I will bring them from the north country 

    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 

    the pregnant woman and she who is in labor, together; 

    a great company, they shall return here. 
9 With weeping they shall come, 

    and with pleas for mercy I will lead them back, 

I will make them walk by brooks of water, 

    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble, 

for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

The wise preacher interested in this passage will take a little time to read the whole chapter. 

There are some familiar words in there – arguably this is a pivotal chapter in Jeremiah’s whole 

confusing book. Scholars are still trying to figure out just what is the organizing principle of 

Jeremiah’s book. It seems all chronologically and thematically jumbled up to us. This chapter, 

however, pulls together some very important things.  

Consider this bit from vss. 27-28:  

27 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will sow the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and the seed of beast. 28 And it 

shall come to pass that as I have watched over them to pluck up and break down, to 

overthrow, destroy, and bring harm, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, 

declares the LORD.  (Jer. 31:27-28)  

Compare that to Jeremiah’s call vision in chapter 1 

9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to break down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.”  (Jer. 1:9-10)  



It appears that this chapter, however it functions in the whole book, seems to be something of a 

turning point. But the preacher of these earlier verses also needs to keep in mind the verses 

which come at the end of the reading and which used to be read at the feast of the Reformation 

(but not the current manifestation of the three year cycle):  

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that 

I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 

declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no 

longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the 

LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

 In the passage which lies before us today God makes the strange claim that Ephraim is his son. 

The problem with this claim is that Ephraim is the term used to denote the northern ten tribes. By 

the time Jeremiah spoke these words around the year 600, Ephraim had been in exile and was 

largely gone. We don’t know that they even had any contact with the northern ten tribes at this 

point. This is a wild statement for God to make, at least it is surprising. One would have 

expected something about Judah here. Judah was still around, Judah was at least a possibility, 

but Ephraim? That was a lost cause.  

Jeremiah seems to be using the impossibility of Ephraim’s restoration to give hope to the Jewish 

survivors of the Exile who feel they have no hope. (Check out Ezekiel 37:11-14 for his equally 

dramatic prophecy of an unlikely restoration.) If God can promise something so seemingly 

impossible, even the forgiveness and restoration of Judah is possible.  

How will we get our people to imagine the impossible, at least the impossible for us but never the 

impossible for God. He can, after all, get the camel through the needle’s eye according to Jesus. 

(We heard those words just last week in Mark 10:27). God is also asking us to believe some 

difficult things. I wrote a list of some of them in the discussion of the collect of the day. What will 

challenge your people to believe. Jeremiah’s exiled audience could not believe that God would 

ever restore them. They were crushed. The Babylonians had won. But they were wrong. I don’t 

know many Babylonians, do you? I know several Jews and there are many more who thrive 

today. God did not fail to keep his promise, and even this outlandish promise to restore Ephraim, 

the lost of Israel, that too may be in God’s plan and in his time. He will make it all clear to us 

eventually, but now we are called to believe the promise and hope.  

Do your people struggle to believe the church is the place of God? Do they struggle to see God’s 

love in a world which has become cold, cruel, and capricious? Do they struggle to believe that 

God can work good even in those whom we find unpleasant, hostile, and fearsome?  

 



Psalm 126 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dream. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, 

    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3 The LORD has done great things for us; 

    we are glad. 

4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

    like streams in the Negeb! 
5 Those who sow in tears 

    shall reap with shouts of joy! 
6 He who goes out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    bringing his sheaves with him. 

The psalm is the other side of the vision which Jeremiah had. He woke up feeling good after his 

vision. I think the psalm expresses what he felt. The psalmist of course is talking about when they 

got back from exile, from Babylon. It has resonances with the final chapter of Amos as well, if 

you are looking for another connection.  

Hebrews 7:23-28 

23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 

continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 
25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, 

since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, 

separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests, 

to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this 

once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high 

priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been 

made perfect forever. 

The writer to the Hebrews uses a rhetorical device which is not familiar to us. It is called “from 

the lesser to the greater” or if you want to sound pretentious you can use the more technical 

Latin name: a minore ad maius. In this device a truth is stated about a relatively small thing. 

When it is applied to the larger thing or person it becomes even more potent or applicable.  



In this passage the old priests are the lesser thing. Death prevented them from perpetual office. 

Jesus, however, is the greater priest. His eternal life means that his sacrifices and his work as a 

priest are far more effective than the temporary ministrations of the priests of the old covenant.  

Does that convince you? It seems to have been a potent argument in the ancient world. It is all 

over the Bible, particularly Hebrews. Paul also uses it, although not so much. I think we are not 

so driven by the priestly and sacrificial metaphor as the original hearers of this text. It seems like 

this argument is answering a question we are not necessarily asking.  

The writer to the Hebrews develops this into a statement of Christ’s perfection and how that 

changed the very nature of the sacrifice he made when he was crucified. This leans on a 

quotation from Psalm 110, a very important and enigmatic psalm attributed to David, in which 

he speaks of another Lord. Jesus himself quotes this in Matthew 22:44 when he is debating with 

the Pharisees and other leaders just a few days before his crucifixion. In the psalm, God swears 

an oath to this other figure, this Lord of David, who will be an eternal priest in the order of 

Melchizedek.  

What can the preacher make of this? Why is it important to the retiree, mechanic, farmer, or the 

nurse who sits in my parish? I suppose we can all accede to the argument on an intellectual 

basis. Yes, God’s system probably needs someone who is categorically different than all of us. 

Jesus is that One. I am glad he is there, and that he does this, but it seems cold or clinical to me. 

How does this have traction in the hearts, minds, and lives of people today?  

One way to approach this is to remember that Hebrews is a whole book. Three weeks prior to 

this, in proper 22 we heard that Jesus is like us. He can help us in our days of temptation (Heb. 

2:14-18). Here we hear what sounds like a completely different side of the same Jesus. In 

Hebrews 2 he was like us and able to help us in our temptation. Now he is perfect, totally 

different from us, he doesn’t die so his sacrifices go on forever.  

Both elements are critical to us. If Jesus is only like us, his sacrifice is simply the sacrifice of 

another one of us, akin to some medal of honor recipient who jumped on a grenade. It is an 

amazing thing to do but it really does not have cosmic significance. Outside the small group of 

his comrades, the man who jumps on the grenade does not save the universe. On the other hand, 

if Jesus is wholly different from us, completely other, then we wonder how his work connects to 

us, how it is for us. How does the work of the sinless, perfect, eternal Son of God have anything 

to do with me? Am I just part of the universe that gets sent to the garbage heap in the divine 

remodeling project? I need to add some other things into that picture, human things like 

disciples, friends, mother, incarnate, crucified, died, buried, and resurrected.  

The preacher who considers this text will ask the hearer to believe something remarkable, that 

Jesus is both of these things and that He is “for me.” Jesus is truly man and truly God and this 

amazing God/Man is my Savior. There are three difficulties to preach there.  

1. Jesus is truly man – some struggle with this. They have often grown up with a high 

Christology which emphasizes the deity of Christ but has downplayed his humanity.  



2. Jesus is truly God – for others, this is the problem. They happily will let Jesus be the hero 

or the great moral teacher, but are they willing to let him be God? That is more than a 

little frightening. If He really is God, He might make a few demands of me.  

3. Jesus, the God/Man is really for me, my Savior. This too can be hard for people to 

believe. We hear this amazing story of God come to earth and walking the shores of 

Galilee and it seems so long ago and so separated from me. But he came to a specific 

moment in time to save the specific lives we all have been given.  

Mark 10:46-52 

46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 

Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called 

the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his 

cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 

you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, 

“Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and 

followed him on the way. 

The readings today have challenged us with difficult things to believe. Blindness, true blindness, 

remains a stubborn condition which even modern medicine for all its advances is stymied by. All 

we can really do is cope with such blindness. We can teach them to read braille. We can give 

them a seeing eye dog and a white cane. We can force the makers of drive through ATMs to 

include braille on their keypads (I have always struggled with understanding that.) We cannot 

cure such blindness. If there is no sight, no glasses, nor surgery, nor any amount of correction 

can restore.  

Jesus restores his sight. For several chapters now Jesus has been predicting his betrayal, death 

and resurrection (8:31-33, 9:30-32, and 10:32-34). His disciples have been singularly thick 

about all this. They just cannot get it. Peter has be called Satan before Jesus gets through to him. 

Even after the Transfiguration, the rest of them get into fights about who will be the greatest in 

the kingdom, they keep the little ones away from Jesus, they cannot cast out the demon because 

they do not pray, and in the verses which lie between this passage and last week’s James and 

John are vying to be on Jesus right and left in his kingdom. The whole servant thing is just lost 

on them.  

So Jesus must open eyes.  

We end this whole section with Jesus opening the eyes of a blind man. That is what Jesus must do 

to all of us to. Shall we believe that Jesus is the resurrection and the life? Shall we believe that 

the Church is God’s holy bride? Shall we believe that God really does love the terrible sinners of 

this world just as much as he loves you and me? Shall we believe that the death of a Galilean 

peasant on a cross some two thousand years ago really does make a difference? Yes, we shall, 



and we do, but we believe because Christ opens our eyes, the eyes of faith which sin and death 

have blinded.  

Law and Gospel 

1. This world seems to be so messed up right now. COVID, politics, crazy people, and 

social ills seem to abound, and to many people it seems to be getting worse. It looks like 

God has checked out on this human project. But that is just not so. The exiled people 

remained the people of God’s promise and through a descendent of David, a young 

woman named Mary, the children of Abraham indeed became the blessing to all the 

nations of the earth and God gave Abraham many, many children.  

2. God’s solution is bizarre and it is difficult for me to accept. How does this system work? 

It not only works, it has its own internal logic. God has become incarnate in Christ. He 

has brought perfection into the human race where it was so lacking. That perfection has 

begun a holy commerce with all of life which one day will expand to include all the 

world, pushing sin and death out of existence.  

3. The problem is really mine. I can see the problems, but I cannot see as God sees. I am 

thoroughly embedded in this miserable existence which sin has wrought in my life. I can 

hardly even imagine anything else. So Jesus must open my eyes and Jesus does. The 

disciples were missing the boat long ago and Jesus patiently revealed the kingdom of God 

to them. He miraculously has poured out upon me that same Spirit he poured out on 

them. The fearful men who gathered that first Pentecost became the bold witnesses to a 

new reality which God opened their eyes to see.  

 

Sermon Ideas 

1. Lord, Restore My Sight (OT and Gospel Reading - That the Holy Spirit would open the 

eyes of faith for the hearer to see God’s great love for his fallen creation.)  

It is so hard to see God at work in this world right now. He seems hidden from our view. 

The preacher can try to point out the good things which are happening, but Jeremiah’s 

text might just give us a bit of caution. When Jeremiah wrote those many years ago the 

pessimism of the people of God was particularly well founded. Things were very bleak. It 

was quite appropriate to feel like God had abandoned them and that the whole promise 

was off. The land had been taken from them. Their children lay dead outside the walls of 

Jerusalem where the Babylonians had dashed them against the rocks (Ps. 137). How 

would they ever be a blessing to all the family of the earth? Even the promise made to 

David seemed to be broken. No son of David sat upon the throne. Depression did not 

seem like a mental illness in that time, it seemed like the only sane course of action.  

Jeremiah, however, proclaims God’s love for the lost. The same Lord who called light 

from darkness speaks of His love for the lost tribes of Israel. Ephraim is his son. Even 

though Ephraim looks to be completely lost, God is the raiser of the dead and the creator 



of all. His love will not be thwarted by mere trivialities such as we think are 

insurmountable.  

But how shall I know this about this world in which I live now. God’s love for his 

creation is being seriously challenged by the facts on the ground right now. It is hard to 

see the kindly, benevolent, and gracious hand in the cruel, capricious, and sin-wracked 

world I see out there. It is bad, but it was bad in the days of Jeremiah, perhaps worse.  

In the Gospel reading for today Jesus has been struggling with his disciples. They have 

consistently missed the servant character of Jesus mission, the necessity of his death and 

resurrection, the upside-down nature of his kingdom. They keep wanting to map this old 

and sinful world right onto what Jesus is doing. He resists that. Even calling Peter’s 

attempt in Mark 8:33ff. a scheme of Satan. We have come to the end of this struggle 

today and we get a wonderful image for us. Jesus encounters a blind man, a man who has 

lost his sight. And he opens his eyes.  

We are all Bartimeaus. He cries out “have mercy on me!” Is that not our cry in the words 

of the Kyrie and the Agnus Dei? Lord, have mercy! Yes, we take our place in that line 

and in word and Sacrament Jesus is opening the matted shut and inoperative eyes of our 

faith that we can see.  

It was hard for Jeremiah’s people to see, but God was at work in his day. The exiled 

people of God would come home and the descendent of David, Mary of Nazareth, would 

bear a Son who sits perpetually on that throne (see epistle reading!) God’s ways are not 

often clear to our physical sight, but he gave faithful vision to his people long ago and he 

continues to open eyes today. The disciples who so struggled with Jesus message of a 

servant king who served a servant kingdom, where the little people were on top and the 

great ones were servants of all was realized in the martyrdom and ministries of those 

disciples and the service of countless servants of Christ in the years since then.  

Perhaps we will get to see the kingdom of God in something good today. I pray it is so, 

but faith does not need that. It has something better, an assurance which comes from the 

fact that it is God who makes this promise, he causes things to be, he loves the lost, he 

gives what no one else can give – sight to the blind, even me.  

2. Made Perfect Forever  (Epistle Reading – that the Holy Spirit would give the hearer to 

believe in the efficacy of Christ’s mission for him/her.)  

This sermon will examine on part of the salvation story, but it is a critical piece of that 

story. Without it, the whole thing falls apart. Like a complicated structure in which 

various elements of a building exert stress on each other, it doesn’t matter which element 

you take out, the whole structure is weakened. Jesus is truly human. Jesus is truly divine. 

Jesus is the Savior of the World. Jesus is the Judge of the World. Jesus is the Son of Mary 

and the Son of God. There are so many tensions in all this and more. But like a triangle, 

pull one leg out of this, and the whole thing collapses.  



The world has long been trying to pull out several of these legs. Most of the great heretics 

of the church’s history have been trying to condense the creed somehow. Either denying 

that Jesus is really God (Arianism) or denying that he is really human (Gnosticism).  

Another way to think about this is like a battery. The two poles of the battery need to 

have an opposite charge to function. If the two poles have the same charge, the battery 

has no energy. God’s salvation works because Jesus both God and human. Take away 

one element of that polarity and the whole salvation schema falls apart. If Jesus is not 

human or is not divine, we have a problem.  

The writer to the Hebrews is focusing our attention today on the divine. But that needs to 

be held in its proper tension with his humanity. What makes his priestly ministry possible 

is that it is a human being, an eternal and divine being as well, who offers that sacrifice. 

If he is God only, he cannot die and offer that sacrifice on the cross. If he is human only, 

his death on the cross does not save the cosmos and all who live in it.  

Your sermon does not need to create this tension, but it needs to live it. Jesus, the perfect 

high priest and Son of God has died, offering his body as a perfect sacrifice which never 

needs to be repeated. Raised from the dead, he continually brings that sacrifice in prayer 

before the throne of God on our behalf.  The result is that we have peace and confidence 

before God. Right there is the tension. He died – he is eternal. Those are both true only of 

Jesus. It is because both of them are true that you and I have any hope for this life and the 

next.  

It is a big ask to believe all this. You may want to point to the Gospel reading’s eye-

opening work of Christ so that his disciples were also given to see. You certainly will 

want to speak of faith as the work of God’s Holy Spirit.  

 


