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I am including a few thoughts on each text. I have only included texts which I would recommend to you 

to further your reading in this area. I have not included journal articles here, but they abound. The books 

cited often have very complete bibliographies of their own and I commend you to them.  

Brown, Peter. Augustine of Hippo: A Biography (New Edition). Univ. of CA Press, 2000. 576 pp. This text 

was first published in the 1960’s and has become the standard work on Augustine. The revision 

includes important updates/revisions in a substantive epilogue.  

---- The Rise of Western Christendom: Triumph and Diversity, AD 200-1000. (3rd Edition). Wiley-Blackwell, 

2013. 712 pp. This text takes a more generalized approach than “Through the Eye of a Needle” 

charting the broad strokes of Christianity’s development in the west. It provides a useful and 

even necessary context to that other more specific text.  

---- The World of Late Antiquity: AD 150-750. (Revised ed.) W. W. Norton and Co. 1989. 216 PP. First 

published in 1971, this is one of the books that made Peter Brown famous. This revision reflects 

much of Brown’s own growth and the growth in the field of patristics and antiquities studies 

which transpired in the two decades between the original and revised editions. It is a masterful 

treatment of the social context of the ancient world.  

---- Through The Eye Of A Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 

350-550 AD. Princeton Univ. Press, 2012. 531 pp.  This book’s thesis forms much of the basis for 

this presentation. Brown thoroughly lays the groundwork for understanding the social and 

economic world of the late Roman Empire. He places characters such as Paulinus of Nola, 

Augustine, and Ambrose within that context and demonstrates how Christianity captured the 

economic imagination and thereby the cultural dominance of that period.  

Duncan, Mike. The Storm Before The Storm: The Beginning of the End of the Roman Republic. Public 

Affairs, 2017. This is not an academic text. But it is an engaging way to enter the world of Roman 

client and patron relationships and how they influenced every part of the Roman culture. This 

book is also useful because it charts how this system began to break down resulting in the 

empire itself and eventually the dissolution of that empire. It furthermore gives the reader an 

idea of just how minimalistic the Roman government really was.   

Heather, Peter. The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and the Barbarians. Oxford Univ. 

Press, 2005. 580 pp. Heather explicates the nature of the barbarians and their role in the “fall” of 

Rome. He destroys many of the common understandings of just what a barbarian was and how 

they interacted with the empire.  

Hunter, James Davidson To Change the World: The Irony, Tragedy, and Possibility of Christianity in the 

Late Modern World. Oxford, 2010. 368 pp. Hunter’s analysis of the mechanisms of power are 

profound and worth reading. He suggests that grass roots movements are not all that effective. 

Without grasping the levers of power, influence, and cultural significance, good ideas and 

worthy movements will never succeed. We need more than simply to convince many people, we 

need to convince the right people.  

 



Kinzig, Wolfram. Christian Persecution in Antiquity. Tr.: Markus Bockmuehl. Baylor Univ. Press, 2021. 

Only recently available in English, Kinzig is a professor of Church history in Bonn and takes on 

some recent scholars who have asserted that the persecution of Christians was exaggerated by 

Eusebius. He focuses on the facts of persecution more than on the cause of it.   

Leithart, Peter. Defending Constantine. IVP Academic, 2010. 373 pp. Leithart seeks to rehabilitate 

Constantine after John H. Yoder (see elsewhere in this bibliography) laid much of what he saw as 

wrong with Christianity at the feet of the emperor’s marriage of Roman Empire and Christianity. 

This presentation concludes that Yoder and Leithart give far too much credit to Constantine. To 

be fair, however, the notion of a Constantinian Order does serve as something of a place marker 

for a much larger of set of changes which this presentation seeks to identify and understand.  

Markus, R. A. The End of Ancient Christianity. Cambridge Univ. Press, 1991. 258 pp. Markus sees a 

decided break between the world of the ancient Christians and the medieval Christians who 

arose and dominated the western Christian world by 600. He does not chart the power politics of 

the time, but the development of monasticism, clergy, parish, etc.    

Roth, John D. Constantine Revisited: Leithart, Yoder, and the Constantinian Debate. Eugene, OR: Pickwick 

Publications, 2013. 218 pp. This is a collection of essays occasioned by Leithart’s response to 

Yoder’s critique of Constantinianism (see elsewhere in this bibliography). As Yoder was dead by 

the time Leithart wrote, Roth brought together 11 scholars out of the pacifist tradition to 

respond to Leithart’s critique.  

Trout, Dennis. Paulinus of Nola. (Vol. 27 in series: Life, Letters, and Poems, Transformation of Classical 

Heritage)   Univ. of Calif. Press, 1999. 404 pp.  This text is considered the most readable and best 

recent treatment of Paulinus of Nola.  

Wilken, Robert Louis. The Christians as the Romans Saw Them. Yale Univ. Press, 2003. 238 pp. This is 

source for much of the discussion of the persecution of the early Christian community in the 

presentation. Wilken asserts that Christians were not persecuted for their beliefs but for their 

practices, primarily their communal eucharistic meals. This is a very good book.  

---- The First Thousand Years. Yale Univ. Press, 2012. 400 pp. Wilkin gives the reader a big picture view of 

the first 1000 years of Christianity, looking both east and west, affording the hearer of this 

presentation the much larger and broader picture of Christianity’s role in cultures and climes far 

outside of western Europe.  

Yoder, John Howard The Politics of Jesus, 2nd Ed. Eerdmanns, 1994. 271 pp. This is the book, first 

published in 1971, which Peter Leithart has in mind. Yoder is a pacifist out of the anabaptist 

tradition who developed the terms Constantinianism and the Constantinian Shift (his term to 

describe how Christianity departed from its pacifist nature to embrace coercive power at the 

time of Constantine). His argument is that the church’s involvement with Constantine was a 

mistake. Christ called Christians to a social engagement through pacifism, the radical refusal to 

use coercive force. By engaging with political/coercive power Christianity compromised its true 

mission.  


