
A Bit of Lucan Bibliography 

The preacher who is coming into year C might want to brush up on Luke as his Gospel account will 

occupy our attention.  

Much of the current debate around Luke started with a good German fellow named Hans Conzelmann. 

His suggestion has largely been refuted, so do not worry too much about it; although if you want to read 

it, you can pick up a copy of The Theology of St. Luke trans. By Geoffrey Buswell and published by 

Fortress in 1961. Conzelmann and his thesis occasioned a deep reassessment of Luke as a theological 

text, which is found in the many commentaries which have been printed since then.  

For a somewhat dated but excellent survey of the debate and reassessment of Luke which Conzelmann’s 

thesis occasioned, I recommend Mark Allan Powell’s What Are They Saying About Luke, published by 

Paulist Press in 1989. There has been a great deal of scholarship since then, but you will find that 

scholarship far more comprehensible for having read Powell’s brief survey of where things stood toward 

the end of the 20th century.  

Luke T. Johnson’s contribution to the Sacra Pagina series published by Liturgical Press (1991) is a good 

and commentary on Luke. Johnson admits he wrote this book rather quickly, which I think makes it 

better. Johnson has a penchant for telling you too much sometimes, but this text does a very good job of 

giving you a good, accessible, single volume treatment of the Gospel. His introduction is particularly 

good and his summary of the Conzelmann thesis is both reasonable and fair.  

Leon Morris’ contribution to the Tyndale Commentary Series published by IVP is another worthy text. 

His introduction is good, it is a single volume and again quite accessible.  

If you want a more academic and thorough text, I join almost every other commentator I have read and 

recommend J. A. Fitzmeyer’s contribution to the Anchor Bible Commentary series published by 

Doubleday in 1981. It is a two-volume text, not for the faint of heart, but a treatment which has earned 

wide praise.  

Art Just’s commentary in the Concordia Commentary series deserves some mention. This attempt has 

much to commend it, including a fairly readable style, however, it was not terribly well received and I 

think you can do better than this. It is worth having, but do not let it end your reading. 

If your interest is in the parables of Luke, I highly recommend Robert Capon’s treatment of Parables in 

Kingdom, Grace, and Judgment which a compilation of three of his earlier works and published by 

Eerdman’s in 2002. Well written and insightful, it will challenge you.  

Ken Bailey’s insights into the Lucan parables is also worthy of reading. He was published by CPH under 

the terrible title Cultural Keys to Luke 15.  


